March 17, 2022

Ms. Marcie Goodman, Executive Director
Cleveland International Film Festival
2510 Market Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44113

Ms. Gina M. Vernaci, President and CEO
Playhouse Square

1501 Euclid Avenue, Suite 200
Cleveland, OH 44115

Dear Ms. Goodman & Ms. Vernaci:

As Cleveland area State Legislators, it has been brought to our attention that the
Cleveland International Film Festival (CIFF) has notified the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) Local 160 that CIFF would utilize non-
union workers to operate projection equipment during the upcoming 2022 Film
Festival in Cleveland, Ohio. In addition, we have learned that CIFF and Playhouse
Square have been unwilling to negotiate this issue with both IATSE Local 160 and
the North Shore (AFL-CIO) Federation of Labor. We write to strongly encourage
you to negotiate an amicable and mutually beneficial resolution of this matter and
reconsider your decision to utilize non-union workers.

The members of IATSE Local 160, who normally operate the projectors at
Playhouse Square, are masters of their profession and their technical expertise is
unmatched. As you are aware, these professionals were hit hard during the
COVID pandemic when theater productions were completely shut down. As stated
by the North Shore Federation of Labor, these workers are eager to return to work,
provide for their families, and play their part in the 2022 Film Festival, a great
showcase of filmmaking and of our region as a whole.

We support the working men and women of IATSE Local 160 and their
professionalism. We therefore respectfully request CIFF and Playhouse Square to
reconsider the current position of using non-union workers for this event and in




earnest negotiate an amicable resolution with IATSE Local 160 and the North
Shore Federation of Labor.

Sincerely,
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